CHAPTER XXIV
the resumption and conclusion of the turkish war,
1744-1746
at the close of Chapter XXIII it was stated that Nadir, after waiting
for some weeks at Shahraban, left that place for Persia at the end of
January, 1744, owing to the alarming news which he kept receiving
of the risings in various parts of the country. Marching via Mahidasht,
Kirmanshah and Kangavar, he halted for a time just to the north of
Hamadan.1 Von Hammer, on the more than doubtful authority of two
French reports which Penkler, the Austrian Resident at Constantinople,
sent to Vienna, states that two Turkish armies, each 100,000 strong,
the one commanded by the Sar'askar of Baghdad (Afrmad Pasha) and the
other by the Sar'askar (sic) of Mosul (IJusain Pasha), attacked Nadir's
forces near Sinandij, and heavily defeated them.2 It seems most im-
probable that any large-scale attack took place at this time ; Ahmad Pasha,
in view of his treaty with Nadir, would surely not have taken hostile action
then, and Husain Pasha and his relatively small army would hardly have
ventured to take the offensive alone. It is possible that some Kurdish
attack on the Persian advance guard or outposts may have been magnified
into a major engagement.
In Chapter XXIII the view was expressed that Nadir's probable object
in proposing terms to the Porte which he must have known would prove
unacceptable was merely to gain time until the situation in Persia had
improved. It is perhaps significant that, even when the dangerous
revolt broke out in the south, he did not go in person to suppress it, but
remained within striking distance of the Turkish frontier.
Muhammad Aqa, Ahmad Pasha's Kahyay delivered the treaty to the
Porte in the middle of February, 1744. Although the Turks desired
peace, they found that they could not in honour comply with Nadir's
religious demands; they therefore refused to ratify the treaty, but
they nevertheless made no immediate declaration that the war must be
resumed,8 Towards the end of February, the Porte sent Muhammad
1 Hanway, who visited the camp at this place, stated (Vol. I, p. 240) that Hamadan was about
a league to the south of it.
*Von Hammer, Vol. XV, p. 71.
»Stanhope Aspinwell to Whitehall, ioth/2ist February, 1744.   (S.P. 97, Vol. XXXII.)
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